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Facts  relative  to  New  Bedford 
and  Fairhaven,  Massachusetts. 


MERCURY  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  PRINTERS 
SULLIVAN  &  MARKEY,  BINDERS 


NEW  BEDFORD 

MASSACHUSETTS 


To  the  Congressional  Committee  on   Rivers  and  Harbors, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

(Jkntlkmkn:  —  The  people  of  New  lie*  1  ford  and  Fair- 
haven,  represented  in  a  petition  to  your  honorable  com- 
mittee by  the  City  (iovernment,  several  business  asso- 
ciations of  the  city,  and  the  Business  Men'-  Club  of 
Fairhaven,  unitedly  ask  that  an  appropriat ion  bo  made 
for  a  survey  of  the  A  rush  not  river  and  harbor,  preliminary 
to  t  he  widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel,  as  sought 
for  in  t  ho  pel  it  ion. 

W itli  a  unanimity  of  feeding  and  with  one  voice,  tho 
inhabitants  of  this  community  strongly  urge  your  com- 
mittee to  heed  and  grant  our  request. 

By  reference  to  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that  wo  have  one 
of  the  best  of  tho  few  harbors  in  Massachusetts,  and  all 
t  hat  is  now  lacking  to  make  t  his  one  of  t  he  most  important 
of  the  seaboard  cities  in  the  country  is  a  wider  and  deeper 
channel,  so  that  modern  deep  draught  vessels  may  reach 
our  wharves. 

The  compilation  of  facts,  which  has  boon  made,  will 
serve  to  show  you  that  we  are  deserving  of  better  harbor 
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facilities  for  a  city  which  has  increased  in  population 
during  the  past  decade  more  rapidly  than  any  city  in  New 
England,  and  since  the  last  national  census  the  ratio  of 
increase  is  greater  than  ever  before. 

The  town  of  Fairhaven,  containing  4,200  inhabitants,  is 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  Acushnet  River,  opposite 
New  Bedford,  and  the  two  places  are  connected  by  a 
bridge  costing  $1,250,000,  seventy  feet  wide  and  one  mile 
in  length,  with  a  draw  one  hundred  feet  in  width  which 
was  insisted  upon  by  the  War  Department  as  necessary 
for  commercial  purposes  of  this  harbor. 

Fairhaven  has  the  largest  tack  factory  in  the  world. 

In  the  manufacture  of  fine  cotton  goods  we  now  rank 
first  in  production  and  second  among  the  cities  of  the 
United  States  in  the  number  of  spindles.  The  products 
of  our  mills  go  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

In  the  past,  when  the  whale  fishery  was  our  principal 
industry,  there  was  brought  to  this  port,  in  62  years,  near- 
ly $155,000,000  worth  of  whale  oil  and  bone,  and  in  1857 
there  were  324  vessels  engaged  in  it,  manned  by  10,000 
sailors  and  representing  an  outlay  in  capital  of  $12,000,000. 
Then  vessels  were  comparatively  of  light  draught  and 
when  fully  loaded  could  reach  our  wharves  without 
difficulty. 

New  Bedford  is  an  important  port  for  receiving  and  dis- 
tributing coal,  and  252,475  tons  were  sent  from  here  by 
rail  to  the  inland  cities  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  past  year. 

The  vessels  and  barges  now  being  constructed  for  the 
carrying  of  coal  are  much  larger  than  formerly,  and  many 
of  them  cannot  readily  enter  our  harbor  on  account  of 
insufficient  depth  of  water.    Could  we  have  a  depth  of 
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channel  of  30  feet  at  low  water,  the  advantage  would 
be  of  great  importance.  The  cost  of  unloading  the  smaller 
vessels  and  barges,  as  compared  with  the  larger  barges  or 
of  such  a  vessel  as  the  seven  masted  schooner  Thos.  W. 
Lawson  is  quite  a  serious  item  and  in  these  days  of 
sharp  competition  we  ask  the  General  Government  to  aid 
us,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  stand  on  an  equal  footing 
with  other  seaboard  cities. 

Two  lines  of  ocean  steamers  running  direct  between 
New  Bedford,  and  the  Western  (or  Azores)  Islands  and 
Portugal,  now  exist,  but  the  traffic  is  maintained  under 
difficulties,  because  of  the  inconvenience  attending  the 
landing  of  passengers  and  freight.  The  draught  of  these 
steamers  makes  it  unsafe  and  frequently  impossible  for 
them  to  land  at  the  wharves.  They  have  to  anchor  off 
Butlers  Flat,  about  one  and  one  half  miles  from  the 
wharves,  and  both  passengers  and  freight  are  lightered 
ashore,  at  increased  expense  and  great  inconvenience. 
In  spite  of  this  fact,  the  number  of  passengers  brought 
to  this  port  by  these  steamers  in  1903,  was  4,903,  and 
the  number  of  passengers  which  made  the  out  ward  voyage 
by  these  steamers  was  1,484.  Better  harbor  facilities 
will  increase  the  business,  both  ways. 

The  City  of  New  Bedford  is  now  constructing,  on  one  of 
its  wharves,  an  Immigration  building. 

The  whaling  industry  brought  to  New  Bedford  a  large 
number  of  the  residents  of  the  Western  Islands;  since  the 
decline  of  whaling  they  and  their  descendants  have  found 
employment  in  the  cotton  mills,  and  there  is  a  Portuguese 
colony  numbering  12,000  people  in  New  Bedford,  a  sober, 
industrious,  frugal  people. 

By  reference  to  the  following  statistics  your  committee 
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will  observe  the  great  increase  we  have  made  not  only  in 
population  but  also  in  the  value  of  our  manufactures,  in 
the  number  of  our  textile  establishments,  and  in  the 
gain  of  capital  invested. 

Our  people  have  been  far  too  modest  in  the  past  in  their 
demands  on  the  General  Government  for  the  improvement 
of  our  harbor,  as  the  total  amount  expended  in  sixty-eight 
years  has  been  but  $126,700,  or  $1,863  per  year.  The 
Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Trade  has  given  its  en- 
dorsement to  our  petition  after  careful  consideration  of 
the  question,  and  of  the  commercial  necessity  involved, 
not  only  to  this  city,  but  to  the  entire  state. 

idealizing  that  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  is 
one  that  has  many  matters  of  this  character  to  decide, 
and  the  Congressmen  composing  it  care  nothing  for  in- 
formation which  does  not  particularly  relate  to  the  neces- 
sity of  improvement  of  the  harbor,  your  petitioners  have 
considered  it  best  to  forward  you  facts  pretaining  to  this 
locality,  putting  them  in  as  concise  form  as  possible,  to 
save  the  time  and  patience  of  your  committee. 

In  consideration  of  the  commercial  importance  and 
needs  of  this  vicinity,  we  humbly  pray  that  our  request 
for  a  survey  and  the  comparatively  small  appropriation 
necessary  for  the  same  may  be  recommended  to  the  present 
Congress  by  your  committee  and  that  eventually  we  may 
secure  a  channel  of  a  width  of  four  hundred  feet  and  a 
depth  of  thirty  feet  from  Butlers  Flat  Light  to  a  point  at 
the  north  end  of  Palmers  Island,  and  thence  to  Fish 
Island,  and  thence  of  a  width  of  two  hundred  feet  and  a 
depth  of  thirty  feet  from  Fish  Island,  north  to  the  wharf 
at  Belleville ;  that  the  channel  from  Butlers  Flat  Light 
to  Palmers  Island  be  straightened,  and  that  an  anchor- 
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age  area  be  provided  west  of  the  channel  and  north  of 
Palmers  Island,  in  order  that  New  Bedford,  may  have  a 
harbor  suitable  for  its  present  and  future  needs. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


The  City  Government  by 

CHARLES  S.  ASHLEY,  Mayor. 

HENRY  P.  JENNEY,  Alderman. 

CHAS.  H.  LAWTON,  Alderman. 

CHAS.  M.  CARROLL,  Common  Council. 

HENRY  J.  GURL,  Common  Council. 

CHAS.  A.  McAVOY,  Common  Council. 


New  B<<1  lord  Board  of  Trade  by 
CLARENCE  A.  COOK,  President. 
CHARLES  F.  SHAW,  Secretary. 

Committee  on  Legislation, 

ISAAC  B.  TOMPKINS  JR.,  Chairman. 
RUFUS  A.  SOULE,  JOHN  DUFF, 

JAMES  L.  GILLINGHAM,        JOHN  McCULLOUGH, 
ALBION  T.  BROWNELL,         ABBOTT  I'.  SMITH. 
WILLIAM  H.  PITMAN, 


North  End  Business  Association  by 
FRED  M.  WEEDEN,  L.  Z.  NORMANDIN,  M.  D. 

I).  F.  DRISCOLL,  E.  F.  DAHILL. 

J.  G.  NICHOLSON, 
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Mere  hunts  Association  by 

\\  ILLIAM  SANDERS,  J.  A.  RUGGLES  JR., 

GEO.  R.  CHERRY,  HENRY  W.  ELLISON. 

I    \\  .  WENTWORTH, 


South  End  Business  Association  by 
WILLIAM  P.  BUTLER,  ROBERT  OHARNOCK, 

MANUEL  A.  WILLIAMS,       HERMAN  GRUMBT. 


Fairhaven  Business  Association  by 
LEVI  ML  SNOW,  JOB  0.  TRIPP, 

G.  W  .  WEYMOUTH,  L.  B.  F.  RAYOROFT. 

WALTER  P.  WINSOR, 


\,  w  Bedford  Clearing  House  Association  by 
EDWARD  S.  BROWN,  Chairman. 
WILLIAM  A.  MACKIE,  Secretary. 


'      -\  >      r><<hm  <I  Cotton  Manufacturers  Association  by 
OTIS  N.  PIERCE,  Chairman. 
JAMES  W.  ALLEN,  Secretary. 
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STATISTICS. 

Furnished  the  Committee  having  in  charge  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Harbor  at  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
by  Charles  S.  Kelley,  Charles  M.  Carroll,  and 
L.  B.  F.  Raycroft. 


New  Bedford's  Incorporated  Industries* 

Capital  invested  January,  1904,   $30,227,300 

Increase  in  10  years,  (78  14-100^  )  L3,259,300 

New  Bedford  Cotton  Mill  Corporations: 

Capital  in  1904  including  bonds,  $26,721,000 

[ncrease  in  10  years  (130J%)   15,120,000 

Number  of  corporations  IV. 

Increase  in  Jo  years  30|$  —  L 

Number  of  Mills  42. 

Increase  in  10  years  50% — 14. 

Spindles  in  1904,  1,695,080. 

Increase  in  10  years  56A%— • 612,780. 

Looms  in  1904,  32,562. 

Increase  in  10  years  92J% — 15,615. 

Number  of  employees  in  1904,  •  -17,441. 

Increase  in  10  years  70h% — 7,210. 

Dividends  paid  in  1903,  $1,257,100. 

Increase  in  10  years  70]  549,850. 


JO 

New  Bedford  Banks, 

Bank  Capital,  .$2,800,000 

Bank  Deposits,  individual,  Jan.  1904,  .3,850,477 

Increase  in  L0  years,  .1,134,687 

Savings  Bank  Deposits,  Jan.  1,  1904,  .22,779,489 

Increase  in  L0  years,  .6,213,311 

Estimated  total   capital  invested   in  local 
Qorp  ►rations  of  all  kinds  and  bank  stocks, 

including  premium  on  shares.  .$41,540,690 

Add  Savings  Bank  deposits  Jan.  1,  1904,  .22,779,489 

Add  Co-operative  Bank  Deposits  Jan.  1,  1904,  .542,113 

$64,862,292 

The  total  bank  clearings  New  Bedford  Banks  1903, 
were,  $28,798,000;  in  1893  were  $25,319,000. 


General  Facts. 

Population  .Jan.  1,  1904,  75,061. 

Increase  10  years,  (41%)  21,861. 

The  population  has  doubled  in  19  years. 

v  Bedford,  Mass.  stands  First  in  the  United  States 
in  ill-'  manufacture  of  fine  cotton  goods  and  fine  cotton 
yarns. 

New  Bedford,  Mas<.  ranks  Second  in  the  United  States 

mi  1 1n-  immi)  l»cr  o(*  spindles,  as  it  has  for  several  years  past. 

N i •  w  Bedford  -till  owns  the  Largest  Whaling  Indus- 
try in  the  world. 
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There  was  brought  to  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  in  the  year 
1903  for  home  consumption,  225,000  bales  of  cotton, 
equivalent  at  500  pounds  to  the  bale  to  1,125,000  pounds. 
The  manufactured  product  of  this  was  74,000,000  pounds 
of  cloth  and  yarn. 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  brought  to  the  port  of  New  Bed- 
ford in  1903,  by  water,  592,643**0. 

As  this  is  not  the  normal  amount,  it  having  been  less- 
ened because  of  the  coal  strike  of  several  months  in  1903, 
it  is  but  fair  that  20%  should  be  added;  this  would  make 
the  number  of  tons  711,180. 

Number  of  pounds  of  hemp  received  by  water  at  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  in  1903,  2,909,596. 

There  was  brought  to  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  in  1903,  by 
water,  16,480,821  feet  of  all  kinds  of  lumber,  equal  to 
49,442,463  pounds,  equal  to  24,721  tons. 

Building  material  received  by  water  at  port  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  in  1903:  Brick,  2,494  tons;  Oment,  775 
tons;  Lime,  220  tons;  Odd  lots,  125  tons;  Total  of  3,614 
tons. 

New  Bedford  has  150  miles  of  streets  in  good  condition. 

New  Bedford  receives  by  water  25,000  tons  of  block 
paving  and  curbing  yearly. 

New  Bedford  has  seven  parks,  containing  191.96  acres. 

New  Bedford  inaugurated  the  first  Free  Public  Lib- 
rary in  America,  now  containing  86,000  volumes. 

New  Bedford  has  daily  freight  steamer  to  New  York, 
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and  daily  passenger  steamers  to  Woods  Hole,  Marthas 
ViiH\\  ard,  N a 1 1 1  ncket ,  t  he  Elizabeth  Islands  and  Nonquitt. 

Ne^  Bedford  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  cities  of  the  size 
in  the  United  States,  and  has  paid  into  the  United  States 
Treasury  during  the  past  fifty  years  in  the  Avay  of  income 
and  other  taxes  of  all  kinds,  much  more  than  any  other 
city  of  its  size  in  the  United  States. 


Statistics  from  Collector  of  the  Port: 

Total  amount  of  duties  received  by  Custom  House  in 


L903,  $148,878.03 

Tonnage: 

Number  of  arrivals  at  this  port  for  the  year  ending 

Dec.  31,  L901,  was-  2,262 

The  tonnage  of  the  above  was  1,071,771 

L902  not  taken  on  account  of  the  strike. 

Number  of  arrivals  at  this  port  for  the  year  ending 

Dec  31,  L903,  was  2,353 

The  tonnage  of  the  above  was  1,294,170 

Wharf  Frontage: 


Frontage  of  wharves  is  21,000  lineal  feet,  but  a  much 
Lr router  available  space  for  wharf  purposes  in  case 
channel  is  dredged. 

Width  of  the  Draw  of  Bridge: 

Two  openings  LOO  feet  in  the  clear  on  each  side,  or- 
dered  by  the  War  Department. 
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Statistics  of  Fish: 

Total  number  of  pounds  of  Fish  of  all  kinds  received 
at  the  port  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  by  water,  during 
the  year  1903 : 

Mackerel  1,500,000  lbs. 

Scup  and  Weak  Fish  3,450,000  lbs. 

Swordfish  250,000  lbs. 

Miscellaneous,  500,000  lbs.  5,700,000 

Scallops  72,000  lbs. 

Clams  1,250,000  lbs. 

Quohogs  or  Little  Necks          2,500,000  lbs.  3,S£>,000 

Total  pounds,   9,522,000 

Oysters  all  come  by  rail. 

Post-Office  Statistics: 

Keceipts  of  the  New  Bedford  Post-Office  : 

Gross  1891,  $49,835.05 

Net  1891,  $21,719.05 

Gross  1903,  $87,820.  L2 

Net  1903,  $35,229.94 

Gross  increase,  $37,995.37 

Net  increase,  $13,509.89 

Assessed  Valuation  of  the  City: 

1882   $28,100,000 

1892    44,475,000 

1902    62,561,800 

1903    62,567,500 

Area  of  the  City:   20  square  miles 
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FAIRHAVEN 

MASSACHUSETTS 


Incorporated  Industries* 

Capita]  invested  Jan.,  1904,  $1,784,000.00 

Increase  and  percentage  in  10  years,  (298%  )• -1,335,000.00 


Banks* 

Bank  Capital,  $120,000.00 

Bank  deposits,  individual,  Jan.  1904,  101,026.35 

Increase  in  ]<)  years,  31,945.65 

Savings  Bank  deposits  Jan.  1,  1904,  $545,851.08 

Increase  in  L0  years,  92,006.88 

Estimated  total  capital  invested  in  local  cor- 
porations of  all  kinds,  and  bank  stocks 
including  premium  on  shares,   1,784,000.00 


General  Facts* 

Population  of  Fairhaven  Jan.  1st,  1904,  4,200. 
1  ncrease  in  10  years,  1,200. 

Assessed  valuation  of  Fairhaven  1903,  $2,890,670.00 
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Number  of  tons  of  coal  brought  to  Fairhaven  by  water 
in  1903,  10,328  tons. 

Lumber  in  feet,  of  all  kinds,  brought  to  Fairhaven,  by 
water  in  1903,  800,000. 

Amount  of  fish  received  in  1903,  1,200,000  lbs. 

Amount  of  cement  and  building  material  received  in 
1903,  5,000  tons. 

Number  wharves  8.    Lineal  feet  of  same  12,000. 

Tons  of  curb  and  block  paving  received  in  1903,  500. 

Post  Office  Statistics  for  1903.    Receipts  $8,000. 00. 

Miles  of  streets   improved  by    paving  or  macadam, 
30  miles. 

Fairhaven  has  two  parks,  containing  11  acres. 
Area  of  Town,  13  square  miles. 
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